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16 percent higher than those trained in ROTC
Programs. For the Air Force Academy, reten-
tion over 20 years is almost 40 percent, as
compared to 27.5 percent for other commis-
sioning sources. Taxpayers are getting a solid
return on their academy investments.

None of the above slights those outstanding
men and women whose dedication took them
through ROTC or OCS Programs. Yet a 4-
year immersion in military training is unique. In
honoring nonacademy officers, we should not
diminish the need for leaders like Eisenhower,
Grant, Schwarzkopf, Bradley, Patton, Burke,
and my Senate colleague and American hero
JOHN MCCAIN.

Yes, let’s cut waste from the Federal budg-
et, but not at the expense of a generation of
future leaders.
f

SUPPORTING IMPACT AID

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY
OF RHODE ISLAND
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Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to praise the National Security
Committee for adopting the Edwards-Bateman
amendment to preserve partial funding for the
Impact Aid program.

Impact Aid provides essential funding for
school districts which lack revenue because a
portion of their student body lives on Federal
land and does not pay local school taxes.

The work of the committee has reaffirmed
the Federal Government’s pledge to provide
over 5,000 children in Rhode Island with a
sound elementary and secondary education.
Without Impact Aid the Federal Government
would abandon this essential commitment to
all the children in these districts.

These children are of course very special to
our Nation. They are the sons and daughters
of the people who protect our country by serv-
ing in the military.

Impact Aid is clearly about our military read-
iness not just for today but for our future.

Funding Impact Aid today ensures that our
military personnel are prepared to serve be-
cause they do not carry with them the worry
that their children are not receiving a proper
education

Moreover, Impact Aid today means support-
ing America’s leaders tomorrow. Education
and training will develop skills, and skills mean
high quality jobs for Americans. Without the
program over 17 million children nationwide
would be left unprepared and undefended in
the harsh climate of the new global economy.
This is a cost America simply cannot bear.

Again, I thank my colleagues from both
sides of the aisle for funding Impact Aid and
supporting the men, women, and children of
the U.S. armed services.
f

TRIBUTE TO PRESIDENT REAGAN
PROMOTING ALZHEIMER’S DIS-
EASE AWARENESS
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Mrs. SEASTRAND. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay special tribute to President Ron-

ald Reagan for his strength and courage as he
and Mrs. Reagan strive to bring national atten-
tion to the American people regarding Alz-
heimer’s disease.

Throughout his long and successful political
career, President Reagan chose, without hesi-
tation, to tackle the most controversial issues
of the day. Today, he and Mrs. Reagan are
leaders in the effort to educate the public
about Alzheimer’s disease. Indeed, the Rea-
gans are lending their support to efforts in
Santa Barbara County which will help gen-
erate the dollars needed to provide services to
those who have been stricken with this debili-
tating disease. The Alzheimer’s Association of
Santa Barbara is the beneficiary of this chari-
table effort.

Santa Barbara knows of the Reagan’s love
for and interest in Santa Barbara County, and
we are honored to have been able to call
Santa Barbara the Western White House.
Local residents and business owners remem-
ber their visits to Rancho del Cielo with great
fondness, and we welcome them back when-
ever possible as heroes fighting for a new
cause. The 22d Congressional District of Cali-
fornia applauds President and Mrs. Reagan
for their perseverance and we want them to
know that our prayers are with them.
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HONORING LAPEER COUNTY
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HON. DALE E. KILDEE
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 14, 1995

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
urge my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in paying tribute to the
men and women of the great County of
Lapeer, who bravely served this Nation during
World War II. Lapeer County has been recog-
nized as an official Commemorative Commu-
nity by the Department of Defense, and has
worked for many months on a host of events
that will honor all of its citizens that served
during World War II.

The sacrifices and accomplishments of the
men and women that served are many, and
serve as inspiration to the generations that
have benefited the most from their efforts. The
men and women of Lapeer County held true
to the notion that evil and tyranny will not pre-
vail.

The lessons taught by World War II must
never be forgotten. We are bound by honor to
keep the legacy of the great patriots of our
Nation forever fresh in the memories of future
generations. The courage, valor, and
singleness of purpose that was shown by the
entire country, serves as an example of the
unity and strength of the American people. It
was a time of patriotism. It was a time when
America was proud. It was a time when Amer-
ica served as a bright shining light to a world
thrown into darkness by evil forces.

The men and women of Lapeer County paid
a heavy price to defeat the Axis Powers.
Some were wounded. Some were never to re-
turn home, destined to rest forever beneath
the soil of a far off land they helped to free.
Families were changed forever by the loss of
loved one. Let us never forget what our free-
dom cost. Let their spirit and faith in democ-
racy endure.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor and a privilege
for me to rise before my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to honor the great
people of Lapeer County who contributed so
much to victory during World War II. I am hon-
ored to represent them in Congress.

f

220TH BIRTHDAY OF THE UNITED
STATES ARMY

HON. G.V. (SONNY) MONTGOMERY
OF MISSISSIPPI
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Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the soldiers and civil-
ians of the United States Army as we recog-
nize June 14th as the Army Birthday. I take
great pride in honoring the brave men and
women who have served in the United States
Army since 1775. The heart of America’s
Army is its people, the young men and women
of our nation who volunteer to serve. We must
never forget that even in this time of precision
munitions and brilliant weapons, the individual
combat soldier is the ultimate smart weapon.
America’s Army is peopled by soldiers of high
quality—soldiers with character, commitment
and courage. These qualities are—and always
will be—hallmarks of the Army.

June 14th is Flag Day as well as the Army’s
birthday; therefore, it is appropriate to point
out that the design of our flag, Old Glory, has
evolved over the years since 1777. The liberty
it stands for, however, remains constant. So
does the Army’s vigil to protect liberty.

Since 1775, more than 42 million Ameri-
cans, in times of turmoil and tension as well
as periods of peace, have raised their right
hands to take an oath, making America’s
Army what it is today: the premier fighting
force in the world. They have taken that oath,
not to a king, not to a President or political
party, and not to a flag alone, but to the Con-
stitution of the United States and the ideals it
represents.

Yesterday they were ready, from Lexington
and Concord to Gettysburg, and from Nor-
mandy to the Persian Gulf. Today they are
ready to keep the peace or provide humani-
tarian relief around the globe. Tomorrow, too,
they will be ready. Whenever the time, wher-
ever the mission, whatever the challenge, we
can count on America’s Army.

The United States Army has always done
more than fight our nations wars. The Army
develops leaders who contribute to the
strength of the very fabric of American Soci-
ety. America’s Army has always provided
leaders for government and industry. From
Presidents, to many of my colleagues here
today, all owe much of their strength as lead-
ers to what they learned in the Army. In the
House of Representatives you will find 87
members who served in the Army, either on
active duty, in the Army Reserves, or in the
Army National Guard; and in the Senate you
will find another 27 who served their nation as
soldiers. I ask that a list of my House col-
leagues with Army service be appended to my
remarks for the record.

In closing, let us remember and reflect on
the selfless sacrifice of America’s soldiers
throughout our history, their accomplishments
made in the face of terrible hardship, and their
dedication to our nation. The United States
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